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At a special meeting of Central Council held at Croke Park on Sunday,
28th May 1916, Mr, J.J, Hogan presiding in the absence of Ald, Nowlan,
arising out of the press reports before the Rebellion Camission by those
giving evidence endeavouring to comnect the G.A.A, with the Irish Volunteeps
and Citizen Army, the following report was drawn up to be handed the Press,
copies to be also sent to the Chairman, Rebellion Commission:
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Special leeting of Central Council

At a special meeting of the Governing Body Central Council of the
Gaelic Athletic Association, held on Sunday, May 28th, at headquarters,
Croke Park, Dublin, the Seerctary, amongst other matters, drew attention
to & series of allegations vide Press reports, made before the Rebellion
Camission now sitting,

After some consideration and disecussion it was decided to issue the
following statement:

The position of the Gaelie Athletie Assoristion in relation to polities
is elearly defined ih the following rule, which, as far as the Governing
Body knows, has been stringently acted ont

"The Gaelic Athletic Association, Limited, shall be a.strictly non-
political and non-sectarian Association. lNo political questions
ofatwld.ndshallberaisedatazwor its meetings and neither
Central Couneil, Provincial Councils, County Committees nor clubs
shall take part as such in any political movement."

The Central Council, therefore, gives an unqualified denial to the
statement of Matthew Nathan, that the Gaelie Athletic Association signed a
manifesto on the eve of the Prime Minister's visit to Dublin in September
1914, The Central Council goes further, and states, without any -
qualification or reservation whatsoever, that neither directly nor indirectly
had the Gaelic Athletic Association any commection with such opposition to
the Prime Minister's visit, as was displayed,

Since the Gaelic Athletic Association is non=-political it follows that
the menbers thereof are st perfect liberty to join any political organisation
they may choose to be identified with, And hence the Central Cowncil finds
that many members of the Association are attached to the United Trish League,
Al~for-Ireland League, Irish Volumteers, National Volunteers, and various
other national associations, The statements, therefore, that the Caclie
Athiletic Association has been used in furtherance of the cbjects of: the Irish
Volnrbmmasunbmoast&aymmm. It is perfectly inaccurate to
say that police and military are not admitted to gatherings under the rules of
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the Gaelie Athletic Association. They have always been admitted to all
such gatherings provided they were prepared to pay the fee chargedt,ho
general public,

The Central Council strongly protests against the misrepresentations
of the aims and objects of the Caelic Athletie Association as tendered to
the Camission by Sif Matthew Nathan and other witnesses, and thinks.that all
such allegations should, at least, be accompanied by definite proofs.
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