Ireland and the War.

Ireland is not at war with Germany.
She has no quarrel with any Continental
Power. England is at war with Germany,
and Mr. Redmond has offered England the
services of the National Volunteers to ‘‘ de-

fend Ireland.”’ What has Ireland to defend
and whom has she to defend it against?
Has she a native Constitution or a National
Government to defend? All know she has
not. All know both were wrested from her
by England. There is no European Power
waging war against the people of Ireland.
There are two Furopean Powers at war with
the people who dominate Ireland from
Dublin Castle. The call to the Volunteers
to ‘“ defend Ireland *’ is a call to them
to defend the beaurocracy entrenched in
that edifice.

Two weeks ago the Irish of Munster,
Leinster, and Connacht were, according to
the English Unionist Press, persons who
dare not be entrusted with the elementary
rights of citizenship, since they would in-
variably use them to oppress, plunder, and
even murder any Irishman who believed in
the Thirty-Nine Articles or did not subseribe
to Transubstantiation. At the same time
the Protestant Irish of the North were
depicted by the English Liberal Press as
bigots on the intellectual plane of the Bos-
jeman. To-day the Irish are flattered and
caressed by their libellers. England wants
our aid. Maudlin English mobs sing,
“What do you think of the Irish
now?”’ in 1914, as they sang it 1900
when England was
Boers and getting the worst of the
grips. When the Irish had helped
Tingland out of that trouble, Mr. Joseph
Chamberlain was able to stand up in the
British House of Commons and taunt Mr.
John Redmond with the fact that so litble
did the Irish care about self-government
that during the Boer War Mr. Redmond’s
followers never even attempted a riot,
although the island had been denuded of
all the regular troops. We must not
give occasion to have the taunt a second
time levelled at us by English Ministers.
That was what the English thought of the
Irish then, and the London ‘‘ Globe,”
““ Standard,”’ ‘“ Morning Post,”” Times,”’
““ Chronicle,”” and ‘‘ Daily News "’ of 1912-
18 will reward any Catholic or Protestant
Irishman with knowledge of what the Eng-
lish think of the Irish—when they can
manage without their assistance.

The spectacle of the National Volunteers
with English officers ab their head, and the
Union Jack floating proudly above them,

it allegiance.

in grips with the’

““ defending ’ Ireland for the British ~“"ﬂﬁ-
vernment may appeal to the gushing eyes
of West-Britonism, but its eyes are not
likely to be blessed with the sight of that
apotheosis of slavery. If England wins
this war she will be more powerful than she
has been at any time since 1864, and she
will treat an Ireland which kissed the hand
that smote her as such an Ireland ought to
be treated. If she loses the war, and Ire-
land is foolish enough to identify iteelf with
her, Ireland will deservedly share in her
punishment.

Our duty is in no doubt. We are Irish
Nationalists, and the only duty we can
have is to stand for Ireland’s interest, irre-
spective of the interests of England or Ger-
many or any other foreign country. This
week the British Government has passed
measures through all stages—first reading,
second reading, committee, third reading,
and report—in the House of Commons in
the space of six hours. Let it withdraw the
present abortive Home Rule Bill and pass
in the same space of time a full measure of
Home Rule, and Irishmen will have some
reason to mobilise for the defence of their
institutions. At present they have none.
In the alternative, let a Provisional Govern-
ment be set up in Dublin by Mr. Redmond
and Sir Edward Carson, and we shall give
But the confidence trick has
been too often played upon us o deceive us

again.
If the Irish Volunteers are to defend Ire-

Jand they must defend it for Ireland under

Ireland’s flag and under Irish officers.
Otherwise they will only help to perpetuate
the enslavement of their country. In this
hour the counsels of cowardice and stupidity
are being proffered as the currency of
patriotism, and a base attempt is made by
our slavish Press to evoke in Ireland, not a
pro-Irish, but an anti-German sentiment.
Germany is nothing to us in herself, but she
is not our enemy. Our blood and our
miseries are not upon her head. But who
can forbear admiration at the spectacle of
the Germanic people, whom England has
ringed round with enemies, standing alone
undaunted and defiant against a world in
arms? If they fall, they will fall as nobly
as ever a people fell, and we the Celts may
not forbear to honour a race that knew how
to live and how to die as men. We, too,
in Ireland were once men. Let us be men
again, and agree to defend our country for
ourselves. Let us be slaves and offer to
defend it for foreigners, and he will mock
God who hereafter prays to Him to save
Ireland.



The foets ure as stated in the first part of the
swestion with the exception that ! enny wai bound owver
te be of grod behavioud for 12 months or im default
sentenced Lo three wouths isprisomment. Ile gave bail and
accoriingly 4id met go teo goal. 7The printed amstier
consisted of hand billes of o seditious nature entitled
*irgland and the war® and the attention of the police wae
enlled to their distridution by o customer of Venny's.
The magistrates on the Besch were Viscount ltoplord in the
ehair, Captain the lonourable k. de VYere Fery, fesident
degistrate, Uestrs. A. Kinsella, F. J. Panning, HeV¥ele. Hllis,
Ne "hitty, H.¥. Hoore, and Docter Dwyer, the charge Leing
prought under the Aet 34 Hdward 1ile Copels The
Governaent consider the procceiinges in this cave eatirely
prever, and do rot propese to take any asctiem im conuection

with Snem.
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