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Crime Department— Special Branch.

(The Officer to whom this File is addressed is responsible for its safe custody.)

SUBJECT IMPORTATION OF ARMS.

Date 15th May, 1914.

UNDER SECRETARY,

Submitted.

According to a "Reuters"

s : telegram from Copenhagen, which was

published in tYfe "Freeman's Journal"
!

on the 1st of -:April, information was 3

received that, on the 30th of March,

a , /u., , ' the German lighter Carl Keihn left
F

- - Hanburg, laden with 300 tons of rifles,

Aok Z and anchored off the Island of Langland,
/»...a. bt~ K 4«4‘7«
4, and that shortly after the Norwegian
VY4 A“l “ram t

414“" steamer "Fanny" arrived and took over
/A“-A“'S kﬂ? 4 the arms, and that both the "Fanny"
%"//. < /k" WZ‘/’ and the lighter suddenly departed
)’,'/éc./»du-; : 7 e without their papers. .
@ /ﬁ«u,é*4 o A" M On the 2nd of April a paragraph
.?W -~ A‘f"" W appeared in"The Irish Times" giving a
7. Cot lavn ey G report furnished by the "Daily Mail"

W7 ol /4,,,.,. /Wr correspondent at Hamburg which indic-
/ .
P M /4_(4««17 ated that the arms were destined for

- M 7 o South America and not for Ulster.
e 7 O, Cas) W Sy The Inspector General, fearing r
Sl b resinld a.mm‘éa‘“'r that the arms might be destined for
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Ireland, requested that the Customs
Authorities might be placed on the alert
and Government was verbally moved to
ocbtain the co-operation of the Foreign
Office, and the Admiralty, in tracing
the "Fanny".

From information obtained through
Government it was believed here that the
arms taken out from.Haﬁburg in the "Karl
Kelhn" were Winchester rifles intended
for South America. If this information
is really relisble, then the arms which
were landed in Ulster on the 24th and
25th of April cannot be part of the
consignment taken over by the "Fanny".
The latter would be Winchester rifles,
while there ig every reason for the
belief that the arms which were landed
in Ulster consisted of old Italian rifles
with new ammunition to suit.

The theory of the Irish police is,
however, that the rifles taken out from
Hgmburg in the "Karl Keihn" were really
0ld Italian riflesg. This matter could
be cleared up if, as a maé?r of fact,
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the Danish Authorities at Langland had examined any of the
arms (it is believed they did this) and if they would give
a description of them.

Mr Holmes, C.I., when making inquiries last year on the
subject of arms, ascertained that veast quantities of
continental rifles could be bProcured from dealers named
Bonny'sAPierot, and Moritz Magnus, at Hamburg, and that
Grah of iiege was offering for sale upwards of 100,000 old
Italian military rifles with suitable ammunition.

The Irish police have got no agents at foreign ports,
nor have we got suitable men to undertake the work. We
have long ago tried to get assistance from the London police,
but they could spare no suitable agents. It is essential
for intelligent work that the ports of Hamburg and Antwerp,
also the firms whose names have been given, and perhaps
others, should be kept under supervigion, otherwise surprise
landings of arms and ammunition may be repeated indefinitely.
The Foreigﬁ Office may be in a Position to arrange for
supervisgion of arms at these ports, and the Admiralty may
be in a position to have suspected steamers watched.

It is now pPesby cvident that the steamer "Mbuntjoy",
which landed the Arms at Larne and Bangor, on the night of
the 24th of April, was really the "Clyde Valley", which is
said to be now owned by Messrs. Cooper of Glasgow, and that
she took over the cargo from a smaller steamer in the Irish
Channel. The smaller steamer had g foreign crew, but
Captain Agnew, formerly connected with similar importations,
wag also on board, and went over with the Arms to the steamer
"Clyde Valley". This smaller steamer was probably the
"Penny", though at the time when ghe transhipped the arms
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in the Irish Channel she sailed under a foreign name, viz:-

"Aneesee Lavval".

It appears from a newspaper account that the "Mountjoy" [
or "Clyde Valley" visited Hemburg soon after the 24th of
April. Tefs fhis is accurate she may have taken in an
additional consignment of arms, and she may again appear
painted differently and under another name. She had on
board, on the 21st of April, Captain Agnew..

It is Fiﬂﬁéyhemﬁﬁantﬁfhat the "Fanny" after her

departure from the Island of Langland assumed a new name,
and that probably the vessel was re-painted. We are unable
to say where she spent the interval between the 28th of
March and the 21st of April . or where she is now. These
are, however, questions which could only be satisfactorily
solved by the Intelligence Department of the Admiralty,
aided, perhaps, by the Foreign Office, and the Inspector
General would be glad if some such assistance can be granted.
The present owners of the "Fanny" are said to belong to

Arendzl in Norway.
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