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Stetement by John Hanratty. ,

Early in October, 1913, about six weeka'pria’;- to the
meeting on 25 November, 1913, in the Rotunda at which the
Irish Volunteers were inaugurated, I attended an open-air
meeting of strikers in Beresford Place, Dublin. I cannot

Tix the date any closer.

The time, however, is fixed in my memory by 'I:'.ha fact
that T was: then an oven~hand in Jacob's: Biscuit Factory, the
staff of which were on strike, and a member of the .Icomnittea
of No. 16 Branch of the Irish Transpor't‘. & General Wnrkers‘
Union, 77 Aungier Street, the membership branch eonsisted
almosgt entinely of mployaaa: of Jacob's and that 1ts
President was; Robert de Coeur.  (See footnote).

The meeting was addressed by Jemes Larkin, General
Secretary of the Irish Transport & General Workers' Union.

~ He spoke about the need for workers organising to protect

themspelves against the savage attacks by the poliece, in many

cages unprovaked. |

&s an instance of the disability under which tﬁa
strikers c:anﬂucted the strike, T will cd.ta one instena:e.
The right of‘ piukating was deniéd to the astrikers by the
police althcmgh granted to them by the Trades I}isputes Act,
1906. Members picketing, including myself, were aasaultad
by the pulica without provocation.

"It was in that atmosphere that Larkin addressed the

meeting. It was one of many meetings, and in referring to the
savagery of the police, he spoke of the need for a disciplined

force to protect the workere and signified his intention of
forming a G;l.tizen Army. ‘
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Idle at the time.

‘early stage.

2a

He introduced Captain Jack White and apoke of him as the
son of General G&orge White, and to0ld the meeting that
Captain White had offered to place his military training at the

dis:posal of the workera. :
|

All those desirous of joining the new Citizen Army were
to attend at ‘m‘oardnn Park the following night. This wae the

beginning of the Citizen Army.

About 8 p.m. I was in Croydon Park with about 40 others,
including Robert de Goeur. Neither Jemes Larkin m%‘capta.in
White wae there. We waited sbout an hour, hut there was

L

richody to teke our names.

among those present there was a man named Efav&nagh, whose
° |
christian name I cannot remember, who had been in the Fianna
and was a member of the National Guard, an offshoot of the

Fianna, with headguerters at Blackhall Place, Dublin., He was

Reacting to his Flanna trailning he lined those "preaent on
the gravel drive in front of Croydon House and put them through
some foot drill, He took no nsmes and there was no énrclment,

Put we regarded the Army as formed, '

We _bearted drilling almogt irmediately in the headguarters:

‘of the No. 16 Branch, Aungier Street, There were two British

ex—service men named Kearns and irmstrong, members of the
Branch, on strike from Jacob's. Both were on the Rﬂaérve of

the British Army and N, C.Os. Sergeants.

armstrong belonged to the Rifle Brigade; Kearns - Dublin
Fusiliers. They drilled the Aungier Street Contingent in the

E I
5 [

The subsequent history of the Giti:gan Army as g‘i?én by
R. M. Fox in his "History of the Irish Cltizen mny” is correct
and is ufficially endorsed b},r the Irish Clitizen Army Dld.
Comrades Association.
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As far as I am aware no approach to _ansfboa;r; connected
with the Citizen Army was made by the Provisional, Committee

of the Volunteers, nor were they. affiliated in any way until
Easter Week. i

In fact there was a certain emount of mutual hogtility
due to the fact that each underestimated and misunderstood

the other. This feeling, however, was gradually overcome
by the efforts of James Connolly. A

: - ' |
[ :

Footnote. i

Rotert de Coeur was present at the inaugural?meeting

in Rotunda as I was myself, and always boasted riglilt up to
the time of his daath,_t!lp.t'wé of the I, C. A, were :é'iraf; in
the field by six weeks, th-at _ia what fixes: the da'té in my

mind. ;



Roll of Honour.

On the occasion of the 265th Anniversary of the Rising of
1916, in April, 1945, there was initiated the Easter Week ROLl

of Honour, which is at present in the Museum,
‘ a
Garrison Coaumittees were organised for the pui!puaa of
checking up on the garrisons with a view to ensuring that only
- I +
those entitled by their services in Easter Week to sign the
Roll, would be permitted. to do so. 5
Damhnall Ua Buachalla claimed he was entitled 1;0 gign the
Roll for the castla Garrison by virtue of the fas:t that he with
a party of Maynooth men had been sent frcr.n the G.P.O.I by
James Connolly to reinforce the garrison of the Gityrﬂall on

Easter Tuesday. _ ,

He contended that when he arrived at Mason's, 'l';he
Opticlan, Dame Street, close to the Castle Yard, he é:ﬁasrvad
that the offices of the Evening Mail were in the hnnﬂ'la: of the
British military with two sentries posted outside. ;ﬂlhis
naturally barred his progress. Damhnaill claimed. that he
drnpped on one knee and fired and by good luck got thé two
sentries with the ome bullet. Sergeant James D'Ehsa who was
in charge of the Garrison Roll of the Castle aArea, aﬂniad

O'Buachalla's claim to sign the roll and refused him permission
to do so, despite the~fact that O'Buachalla was Btronglly
supported in his claim by Joseph O'Connor, 0/C., m:ird

Battalion, Irish Volunteers.

It is incozémeivahla_ that 'Jmnaa-. pcnnolly would h_aﬂ;'_re sent
relnforcements tq a posliion which he knew had already%rallan,
as the garrison of Henry and James. which was opposite t-he Mall
Office had been forced to evacuate on Monday night on the £all
of the City Hall and had reached the G. P, 0., early Tuesday
morning. Sedn Ryrne, one of the Gerrison, says the tij:ila would
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be about 10 o'clock a.m. (This man is at present a patient
in St. Kevin's Hospital. I had thought to get a signed
statement from him but his condition is too critical).

All day Monday the garrison of the City Hall and the Mail

‘0ffice and Henry and James were under fire from Ship.Street .

Barracks. Thgﬁe were repeated appeals to thﬁ'GiP.ﬂé for
reinforcements. ‘.am 6 p.m. on Monday Evening Gﬂnnuliy, in
reaponse to last frantic appesal, aalle& Sergeant G&oﬁge Rugrove
of the Gitiﬁﬂn Army and gave him eight ﬁen,tand told.ﬁim to go
and reinforce the City Hall, that this was all that could be

gpared as the G.P.0. were hard pressed for men. |
: . i

He said: "Your rere is saéura“ “any attauk will come from
the front", meaning that it was expectﬂd that the garrison in
Jacob's_of Bishop Street would spread out and oceupy Etepban
Street, principally Booths, and dominate Ship Street and the
Castle Yard from their rere. This incident is not mentioned in
Fox's history. _ | ;

These facts were told me by George Nugrove whose two
daughters were in the Clty Hall during Easter Week.

The plans for the cccupaﬁicn of Bnaﬁha, Btepahn'% Street,
|

were told me by Cpt. Robert de Goeur of the Irish Citizen Army.
(Decaased)

It was de Coeur who brought . Commandant Michsael Mnllin,
James Connolly's Chief of Staff, of the In@ah Citizen #ﬂﬂ?; around
the housea in Stepahn'é,ﬁtreét before the Rising in oréar that
Mallin should reconnoitre the poaitiona which would be useful for
occqpation in the event of the Rising. | !

I was. not in the Rising myself as I was in Baggot Street
Hospltal as a result of qhgun—ﬁhnt wound in the leg reéaiveﬂ'in
Liberty Hall at the end of January, 1916. o

In regard to Joseph O'Connor, 0/C. Erﬁ Battalion,: there was

. . - -]
& broadcast over Radlo Eireann on the occasion of the 25th
|
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Anniversary of the 1916 Rising in 1941. In his: ﬁr{;ad.caat

he i:-uhlicl:f made the claim over the wirelesa that D';Buachalla

and his party of Maynooth men had. arrived tf: rﬂi:nfuxiice the
garrigson at City Hall. only to find that the pusiti&lns had fallen.

It was this broadcast which made the Citizen Army Old

Comrades Association, including myself, realise that) it was time

to wrii-:.a the history of -the Citizen Army, and on my -
recaumendation the Gmanittae. comuissioned R. M. Fox to do so,
and he did so on material supplied by myself and other surviving
|

members of the Irish Citizen Aarmy. _ b

After the book "The History of the ‘Gitizen mﬁé" had been
completed end while it was still in manuscript it was read to the
members of the Committee, eight in number :

L4

Seumas: MoGowan, G.P.O. i
Seén Byrne, member of the Henry & James Gaalx'riaan.
John Hanratty (in hnapital) |
Stepehn Murphy,  G.P.O. 1
Martin King, G. P, O, : il
‘Welter Carpenter, @,P.O0,
James. ﬂ'ahaa,l Btephen;a Green. i_
George Tully, G.P. 0. | |
Maeve Kavanagh McDowell (carried daapatchesi from

Connolly down the country prior to th?e Rising),

chaptar 'b:r chapter in order that they might be a&tiaf:.ad. as to

the eorract-nﬂsa of the records.
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History of Citizen Army. - L .

‘ By R. M. Fox. E
I
D
When I was: searching for data for Fox, cunt.actiing
surviving members of the Army and he was examining azxilsting
documents in the National Library, Museum and ulsawh:pre,
. I remembered a man I had known from about 1909-1913 Fhen T lost
touch with him. He was: a member of an a.thletic; cl*uib of which
I was also a menber at the time - Ned Walsh. !

. .t
‘On the foundation of the Irish Volunteers, Ned?ﬁalsh,
carter in MecMasters, joined the Hibernian Rifles. 'I was
informed by a friend of his who worked with hin '.[huna%;a-. Calvery,
nu:h & member of any organisation, both employed by Iﬁcﬂastar
Hodgson & CO., 117 Capel Street, that he was 'killaﬂ 1'-11 Easter
Week on the roof of Shortalls in Parliament Street. .~

1
" Galvery called on me in ho@ital i:mnsdiataly after the

Rising and tcld me about Ned Walah 8 death. ;

When Fox's book was ‘being uanpilaﬁ I called on Thcmaa _
Calvery who was atill working in- anMastsr Hodgson & GD., Capel
Strest, and I repeated whai_: I rmgn‘pared of what he hgﬂ. told me
of Ned Walsh's death and asked if my Jg'ecoliaatinn was-.:anrect end
he replied that 1t was. Walsh had been shot in the érniq getting
through a ak:r'light in Shortalls, Walsh's son, a yom{ug man, was
with him at the time and he was sent home by whoever was in
charge of the party. ' 5

N
I asked Celvery was Ned's: son alive , and he -r.ojl.'di; me he was
and that he saw him almost every week. I asked him to meke an
appointment for me to see the son. He told me I clml»:ﬂl see him
© any day 1n Leinster House. He was one of the ushers ‘i:lmre.

So I went over to Leinster House and I saw him. 1

13
B

Neither of us recognised each other., So I introduced
myself and he remembered me alright, I asked him whaﬁ he could

L
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tell. me of the position which was oceupied by himself and his
father and other men in Parlisment Street in 1916,

He then told me that the man who was in charge of that
party on that particular day was Tom Byrne, then (1915:!,5) Captain
of the Guard at leinster House. Walsh's son did not went to talk
about the matter and preferred that I should d.iacuaa.!*ii‘.' with
Ean Byrne who would be back from his dinner any mamax;:.t.

|
S0 I pressed him. "You were there when your father was
killed". "I was", "And you were sent home". Ia that right?"
He said that is right. "I was sent home by Tom Byrne who was
]

in charge of the party". ~ "And what day was: that?". | "On Easter
u . ) .

Just then Tom Byrne arrived. T knew of him but I had

never gpoken t0 him before. Walsh's son also told mla that

Tan Byrne had published a full account in the "Indepehdant" sane
yoars Erdviuusl;? 'daaiing with the whole matier. I never saw
that account. , a '

When Tan Byrne arr:lvécl‘ I told him what I wante&i- to see him
about. ' He asked me whom I wanted the informmation for, and
I told him we were campiling the list of the Citizen Army and that
I knew Ned Walsh who was killed on the roof of ah,orta.lla, and that
it was Just routine work checking wup.

'He told.i.‘ma that he was in ch?.:-ge of s party emﬁnsad of
H.R. and Maarnooﬁh Volunteers. He stated that Ned Waiﬁh was
killed getting through the skylight. They hed entered
Shortalls fram the rere. Their instructions were to :holdl that
roof top, but that they were not to work up towards t.he City Hall
and towards Henry and a‘mes' corner. He understood t_ha.t there
were men up there, .’mwy rema;neﬂ there until Waﬂneadfay when
they were withdrawn by orﬁers fraom the G.P. 0. The p&apeta
were barricaded by rolls of wallpaper and defenders re'palleﬁ two
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attacks by military fram City Hall. ' |

The reason I mention this matter is that 111
conversation with men who were in Henry and 'Jamas' up to
Monday night of Easter Weel:

. - from tham they
- w)
had no idiaa that there were amr ‘men 1n ahortalla.

The strength of the Citizen Army as given t.lo me by
James Connolly about six weeks prior to the Ris.ini,g when
I asked him in Surrey House, lLeinster Road, Hathmz.-maa,
residence of Madame Markievicz, who was a member of the

Irish Citizen Army, was 3500 armed men. (this is given in
Fox's: book). : i

ssgmasas %%@-@1
=
Date /g: A %,,Egjﬁc
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